THE THIRD MARK GIROUARD SYMPOSIUM 

Untold Tales: Women Pioneers in British and Irish Architectural History

Courtauld Institute, London, 13-14 November 2026 

Convenors: Elizabeth McKellar (SAHGB), Manolo Guerci (University of Kent), Kyle Leyden (Courtauld Institute)
Supported by the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art & The Institute of Historic Building Conservation

This third symposium in memory of Mark Girouard looks at women’s contributions to architectural history in the United Kingdom and Ireland. There have been a growing number of studies of female architects over the past twenty years but almost no accounts of female architectural historians.  One exception is Dana Arnold’s edited collection Women and Architectural History: The Monstrous Regiment Then and Now (2025) which involved women operating from the 1970s onwards. This symposium looks back further to earlier generations involved in the writing and promotion of architectural history in a wide range of spheres from the early twentieth century onwards. Papers will cover women working as academics, curators, journalists, photographers and in heritage and conservation.  They will consider the opportunities and restrictions that women encountered, the impact they made, and the ways in which women’s participation in the subject area shifted over time.
 
PROGRAMME: 

FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER 5.30-8.00pm 

5.30-6.00 Registration
6.00- 6.15 Welcome and Introduction, Elizabeth McKellar
Session 1: Publishers and Broadcasters
Chair - Kyle Leyden
6.20-6.40 Constructing Childhood Memory: Puffin Books, Folklore, and the Visual History of the Built Environment, Medha Dube, Birmingham City University 
6. 40-7.00 Ursula Clark: Architectural Photographer and Historian, David Barber, Independent Scholar
7.00-7.20 Photography and the Sack of Bath: The work of Lesley Green-Armytage, Tanya Southcott, University of Brighton
7.20-40 The Producers: Women Championing Architecture and its History on the Radio, Emilie Oleron Evans, Queen Mary University of London
7.40-8.00 Discussion

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 10.15am-7.30pm 

Registration & Coffee
10.15-10.45

Session 2: Historians 

Chair - Elizabeth McKellar

10.50-11.10: ‘Opening the eyes of the public to beauty in unexpected places’: Katharine Ada Esdaile (1881–1950), Caroline Stanford, Landmark Trust
11.10-11.30: Un-writing and Re-writing London: Women architectural historians of the mid-twentieth century, Dana Arnold, Sainsbury Institute, University of East Anglia
11.30-12.00: ‘I paint, write, take photographs and travel’ – Gender and Landscape History in 20th century Britain, Luca Csepely-Knorr, University of Liverpool
12- 12.20 Helen Rosenau, Susanne Lang and the dissemination of ikonologie in the writing of architectural history in Britain, Matthew Critchley, ETH Zürich
12.20-12.45: Discussion/Q&A

Lunch
12.45 – 2.00

Session 2: Curators 
Chair: Manolo Guerci
2.00-2.20: Dorothy Stroud (1910-97), Inspectress and first Assistant Curator of Sir John Soane’s Museum, Sue Palmer, Sir John Soane’s Museum 
2.20-2.40: Elizabeth Aslin: A Decorative Arts Pioneer, Aileen Reid, Bartlett School of Architecture, University College London & Richard W. Hayes, Independent Scholar
2.40-3.00: From archival neglect to public rediscovery: Margaret Richardson’s role in reviving Lutyens, Vicky Richardson, Curator and Writer
3.00-3.20 Discussion/Q&A

Tea break
3.20-4.00

Session 4: Journalists & Conservationists: Chair Blanche Girouard

4.00-4.20: The Vanishing Editor: Monica Pidgeon and the Problem of Editorial Agency, Frida Grahn, London South Bank University
4.20-4.40 “Is there perhaps more to architecture than you think?”: Diana Rowntree as Guardian columnist, Louise Campbell, University of Warwick
4.40-5.00: ‘Women who did the dirty work’: Sadie Speight as chronicler of British Modernism, Natcha Ruamsanitwong, Society of Architectural Historians of Great Britain
5.00-5.120: Billa Harrod and the Norfolk Churches Trust, Joshua Mardell, Royal College of Art
5.20-5:45: Discussion/Q&A 


Drinks reception

5.45-7.30



