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A"ributed to Paul Nash, Unknown Woodland Scene, c.1924-30,  

oil on five-ply board, 505 x 613 x 6.5mm, private collecEon 

Abstract 

This report details the technical analy%cal and art historical study of an oil pain%ng on plywood 
board depic%ng a geometric woodland scene. This research was conducted as part of the 
Pain%ng Pairs Project (2025-6) at the Courtauld Ins%tute of Art, London. While the pain%ng is 
unsigned, the private owners proposed possible iden%fica%on as Paul Nash’s Wood Interior, 
1919. Plausibility of this aPribu%on, %tle and date are central to this study. Further ques%ons 
are raised by an addi%onal concealed composi%on on the board reverse, and the possibility of 
an ar%st original frame. Stylis%c analysis was accompanied by technical examina%on to 
determine materials used and techniques applied. Drawing comparisons to Nash’s known 
works and documented prac%ce, this resulted in improved understanding of likely aPribu%on 
and date, and of the rela%onship between each iden%fied interven%on. Findings contribute to 
strengthening the proposed aPribu%on to Paul Nash, most convincingly through 
commonali%es in paint applica%on and manipula%on. Stylis%c analysis and material 
iden%fica%on shiV likely da%ng beyond 1919, and with this, the proposed Wood Interior. With 
art historical and provenance research not providing an alterna%ve iden%fica%on, this study 
culminates in the recommended %tle of Unknown Woodland Scene, aPributed to Paul Nash, 
with proposed da%ng of c.1924-30. 


