





DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

MA in the Conservation of Easel Paintings

Suggestions for Preparatory Reading

The first semester of the course will include teaching about historical painting techniques, technical examination of paintings, deterioration and environmental control and the cleaning of paintings. Prospective students in the past have sometimes asked if there is any reading that they could usefully do before they arrive at The Courtauld. Below you will find a few key readings if you wish to do so, but please know that this is optional. All the books are available in the Courtauld’s library for your reference after the semester begins; therefore, it is absolutely not necessary or expected that you purchase any of them. In addition, there is now a great deal of material that can be accessed online, some of which is also listed below.
1) The conservators at the National Gallery in London have produced some informative videos that you might enjoy: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/behind-the-scenes/gallery-during-lockdown
2) The National Gallery also has digitised their Technical Bulletin, which is a major resource for technical studies of the world-famous collection. The most important issues for your studies are vols. 18 (Northern European), 20 (van Dyck, Rubens), 34 and 36 (Titian) and 35 (Reynolds): https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/technical-bulletin
3) The Khan Academy offers helpful, comprehensive videos on concepts of chemistry: www.khanacademy.org.

4) The Getty Conservation Institute maintains its own Youtube channel with playlists on a wide range of subjects, such as The Panel Paintings Initiative: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5ZJP2yRFa3aCdxJIb_WgHzyfsqJX6g5K
5) Cennino Cennini’s Il Libro dell’Arte from c. 1390 will be referred to in the first weeks of the first semester. There is an inexpensive Dover publication and a newer translation with edits and comments by Lara Broecke (Archetype Publications, 2015). 
6) A good general introduction is David Bomford, Jill Dunkerton and Martin Wyld, A Closer Look: Conservation of Paintings, National Gallery, London 2009. 
