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New Approaches to British Art, 1939-1969 
 
10.45 – 18.15, Friday 4 June (with registration from 10.15) 
10.00 – 17.45, Saturday 5 June (with registration from 9.30) 
 
Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre, The Courtauld Institute of Art, Somerset House, Strand, 
London WC2R 0R 

 
Although British art has benefited from an extraordinary 
growth in scholarly studies over the last decade the rich 
history of the years between 1939 and 1969 remains 
relatively underexplored. Despite the recent buoyancy of the 
market, the large audiences for modern art internationally, 
and the significance of monographic exhibitions devoted to 
a few select names (Nicholson, Caro, Bacon, Freud), there 
is still a dearth of published work by younger scholars in this 
period and little thematic and analytic study in comparison to 
scholarship on British art of the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. This conference will stimulate further 
study of the art of these years and provide a forum in which 
new work and fresh approaches can be discussed and 
developed. It has attracted speakers from Europe, Australia 
and the US and a range of proposals examining 
transatlantic relations; anthropology and the Independent 
Group; decolonization and pop; landscape in the nuclear 
age; art, architecture and photography; artists and critics 
such as Herbert Read and Adrian Stokes; and the 
institutional field including exhibitions and the export drive. 
We look forward to a stimulating two days in June.  
 
 

 
 
Ticket/entry details: £45 (£25 concessions and Courtauld staff and students), includes coffee, tea, lunch, 
reception. Please send a cheque made payable to ‘Courtauld Institute of Art’ to: Research Forum Events 
Coordinator, The Courtauld Institute of Art Research Forum, Somerset House, Strand, London WC2R 0RN, 
clearly stating that you wish to book for the ‘New Approaches to British Art’ conference. For credit card 
bookings call 020 7848 2785. For further information, send an email to 
ResearchForumEvents@courtauld.ac.uk  

 
 
This conference is being jointly organised by Lisa Tickner (The Courtauld Institute of Art) and David Peters 
Corbett (University of York) and has been made possible through the generous support of The Henry Moore 
Foundation and The Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art, as well as the University of East Anglia. 
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PROGRAMME 
 
All plenary sessions are taking place in the Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre on the top floor of the Institute 
 
Sessions 1, 2, 3 4 and 5 are divided in 2 strands:  

- broadly 1950s in the Research Forum South Room 
- broadly 1960s in the Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre  

Please note that you cannot switch in the middle of a session 
 
 

Friday 4 June 
 
10.15 – 10.45 Registration 

10.45 – 11.00 Welcome: Deborah Swallow (tbc), Lisa Tickner (The Courtauld Institute of Art) and David 
Peters Corbett (University of York) 
 

11.00 – 12.00 Plenary: Alex Potts (University of Michigan), New Brutalism and Pop 

12.00 – 13.15 SESSION 1 

 Research Forum South Room 
Chair: David Peters Corbett (University of York) 
 

• Richard Read (University of Western 
Australia), Vico, Virginia Woolf and Adrian 
Stokes’s Autobiographies: the Aesthetics of 
Good Husbandry in Post War Britain 

 

• Jennifer Wulffson Bedford (The Ohio State 
University), Kramer vs. Kramer 

 

Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Sarah Turner (University of York) 
 

• Beth Williamson (Tate Britain), Collaborations 
in Theory and Practice: the Early Work of 
Eduardo Paolozzi and Anton Ehrenzweig 

 

• Claire Zimmerman (University of Michigan), 
Photography into Building 

 

13.15 – 14.30 BREAK FOR LUNCH 

14.30 – 15.30 Plenary: Chris Stephens (Tate Britain), Post-War British Art and its Historical Neglect 
 

15.30 – 16.45 SESSION 2 

 Research Forum South Room 
Chair: Richard Read (University of Western 
Australia) 
 

• Megan Luke (University of Chicago), 
Sculpture for the Hand: Herbert Read in the 
Studio of Kurt Schwitters 

 

• Rachel Flynn (University of Bristol and 
National Museum Wales), Too Much of a 
Good Thing? Kenneth Clark and Graham 
Sutherland 

 

Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Leon Wainwright (Manchester 
Metropolitan University) 
 

• Frank Spicer (Jolie Art, LLC, Houston), ‘Just 
What Was It That Made U.S. Art So Different, 
So Appealing?’ Case Studies of the Critical 
Reception of American Avant-Garde Painting 
in London, 1950-1964 

 

• John Curley (Wake Forest University), Pollock 
as Pop: The Photographic Mistranslations of 
the Independent Group 

 
16.45 – 17.15 TEA BREAK 

17.15 – 18.15 Plenary: Lisa Tickner (The Courtauld Institute of Art), ‘Export Britain’: Pop Art, Mass Culture 
and the Export Drive 
 

18.15  RECEPTION 
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Saturday 5 June 
 
9.30 – 10.00  Registration 

10.00 – 11.00 Plenary: Anne Wagner (University of California, Berkeley), Casting and Welding: the 
Remaking of Modern British Sculpture 
 

11.00 – 11.30 TEA BREAK 

11.30 – 12.45 SESSION 3 

 Research Forum South Room 
Chair: Catherine Jolivette (Missouri State 
University) 
 

• Martin Hammer (University of Edinburgh), 
Francis Bacon: Painting after Photography 

 

• Jan D. Cox (University of Bristol), Keith 
Vaughan: the Dynamic Tension of Man versus 
Terrain 

 

Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Mignon Nixon (The Courtauld Institute of 
Art) 
 

• Jonathan Katz (State University of New York 
at Buffalo), Richard Hamilton's Tomorrow: 
Eros before the Sexual Revolution 

 

• Andrew Stephenson (University of East 
London), Painting and Sculpture of a Decade: 
‘54-‘64 Revisited 

 
12.45 – 13.45 BREAK FOR LUNCH 

13.45 – 15.00 SESSION 4 

 Research Forum South Room 
Chair: David Peters Corbett (University of York) 
 

• Catherine Jolivette (Missouri State University), 
Science, Art and Landscape in the Nuclear 
Age 

 

• David Hulks (University of East Anglia), 
Spatializing the Geometry of Fear: a Post-
Formalist Approach 

Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Gill Perry (Open University) 
 

• Courtney J. Martin (University of California, 
Berkeley), Frank Bowling’s ‘Social 
Significance’ in London and New York 1961-
1969 

 

• Leon Wainwright (Manchester Metropolitan 
University), Varieties of Belatedness and 
Provincialism: Decolonisation and British Pop 

 
15.00 – 15.30 TEA BREAK 

15.30 – 16.45 SESSION 5 

 Research Forum South Room 
Chair: Jo Applin (University of York)  
 

• Amy Haavik-MacKinnon (Bryn Mawr College), 
Does it Always Rain in Britain? Querying 
Postwar National Identity in Works by Nigel 
Henderson and Robert Hamer 

 

• Catherine Spencer (Independent Scholar), 
The Independent Group’s ‘Anthropology of 
Ourselves’ 

 

Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre 
Chair: James Boaden (University of York)  
 

• Nathan Dunne (London Consortium), John 
Latham and the Pursuit of Failure 

 

• Sarah Turner (University of York), 
‘Underneath the Arches’: Gilbert & George, 
Sculpture and Home/-lessness 

 

16.45 – 17.45 Plenary discussion 

17.45 END 

 


