Strand Continental Hotel

General Description

The Strand Continental was designed as a hotel, and as such it is not a typical university hall of residence.  It is situated about 100 yards from the entrance to the Courtauld.  On the first floor there is a bar and on the second floor there is a restaurant.  Both are open to the public.  A secure door on the second floor marks the beginning of the space occupied exclusively by Courtauld students.   The accommodation covers four floors, with 26 study bedrooms in all and shared toilets, shower and bath on each floor.  On the top floor there is a kitchen and a small laundry room.  The building dates from the early 1900s.  It is characterful but many elements of the building are showing their age.

Background 

In 2005, the Courtauld took an extended ‘booking’ of the accommodation for four years.  During the summer vacation it reverts to use as a hotel.  The owner of the hotel is responsible for repairs but most of the dealings that residents have are with the Courtauld.

The rooms 

This year we are reserving the first of our four floors, which has nine bedrooms, for new undergraduate students.   The upper three floors are reserved for graduate students.

Each room has a washbasin, bed, desk, chair, and wardrobe.  Larger rooms have a second chair.  

Kitchen

The kitchen contains two cookers and three fridges, a microwave oven, two kettles and miscellaneous crockery, cutlery and pots and pans.  Each resident has her or his own locker.

Bathrooms

Each floor has two WCs, a shower and a bathroom, except the top floor which has no bath but then only has three study bedrooms.

Laundry

The laundry is on the top floor and contains one washing machine and one drier.

Management

The owner deals with repairs and with cleaning of stairs and bathrooms.  The Courtauld provides a Senior Resident who is the central point of contact, deals with emergencies and arranges social events.  Room fees are paid termly to the Courtauld.

Notes for New Residents

Please note the following advice about the benefits and potential limitations to expect from living at the Strand Continental.  This is taken from three years’ experience of the Courtauld leasing the accommodation for use by its students.

Benefits

· The Continental is located very close to the Courtauld. 

· You will be living with other Courtauld students.

· It is generally considered good value for money.

· Good location in terms of night life, cultural attractions, shops and other amenities.

Limitations

· The kitchen is small for the number of residents.

· The landlord has not been good at attending to minor repairs but we are addressing this.

· Noisy city centre location.

· The lower part of the building is open to the public. 

· It is a tall building without a lift.

· The owner is very keen to enforce the terms of the agreement, which prohibit overnight 
guests.

· The restaurant is a well known Indian restaurant.  There have been no problems with 
cooking smells in the Courtauld occupied parts.

Price

The cost of the room includes heating, lighting, internet and free use of the laundry.  

Individual room pricings are determined mainly on the basis of size and outlook, with a deduction being made for top floor rooms due to the proximity of a potentially noisy kitchen and laundry. The table below displays the different room prices for the forthcoming year.  

Rents 2008 - £ per week 

	3rd floor 

(9 rooms for undergraduates)
	£110

(2 rooms)
	£129

(3 rooms)
	£142

(1 room)
	£153

(3 rooms)

	4th floor rooms

(7 rooms for graduates)
	
	£129

(3 rooms)
	£142

(1 room)
	£153

(3 rooms)

	5th floor rooms

(7 rooms for graduates)
	£124            (1 room)
	             £129

(3 rooms)
	£142

(1 room)
	£153

(2 rooms)

	6th floor rooms 

(3 rooms for graduates)
	
	
	£138 

(1 room)
	£142

(2 room)


Terms

The rooms will be offered for the whole academic year (the exact dates are to be confirmed).  This is a fixed term agreement and you can only move out if you can find another Courtauld student willing to take your place.  There is a damage deposit of £100.

If you would like to see some representative photographs of the residence, please go to: http://www.courtauld.ac.uk/prospectivestudents/residence/index.html

